
 

G W I N E A R - G W I T H I A N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  

Annual Report 2022-2023 

Contact ‐  Gwinear‐Gwithian Parish Council . Gwinear‐Gwithian Parish Hall . Copper Meadows . 
Reawla . Gwinear . Hayle .  Cornwall . TR27 5FN . At the Parish Hall by appointment or Tel: 01736 

850129  . email: clerk@ggpc.org.uk . www.ggpc.org.uk  Clerk ‐ Mrs Vida Perrin 
 

A snapshot of what you can 
find inside:- 

 

What we are 

doing to help 

our environ-

mental impact 

and carbon 

footprint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fabulous leaflet promoting 
Gwithian Green Local  

Nature Reserve 

and much more…….. 

Gwinear-Gwithian Parish - The Parish of Gwinear-Gwithian lies in the west of Cornwall, in the former 
Penwith District. The Parish covers 2,977 hectares, and stretches from the coastline at Godrevy Point down to 
Fraddam,  incorporating the villages of Gwithian, Gwinear, Connor Downs, Wall, Reawla and the hamlets of 
Carnhell Green, Fraddam, Roseworthy, and Upton Towans. The Parish is bordered by Camborne Parish to the 
north-east, by Hayle Parish to the west, St Erth Parish to the south-west, and Crowan Parish to the south. The 
civil parishes of Gwinear and Gwithian were combined to form the parish of Gwinear-Gwithian in 1934.  

Buglife’s North Cornwall B-Lines 
project - Gwithian Green Local  

Nature Reserve 

 

Planting new 

trees to 

commemorate 

our late 

Queen 

Field Scabious (c) - Laura Larkin 

mailto:clerk@ggpc.org.uk�
http://www.ggpc.org.uk�
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How the year shaped up 
Annual Meeting held on 16th May 2022 
 

Cllr Mike Smith of the Gwithian Ward was 
elected Chairman for the second time with Cllr 
Steve Rowe of the Gwinear Ward being elected 
Vice Chairman. 
 

Membership of the Council: 
 

The council consists of twelve councillors, with 
six members representing each of the wards of 
Gwinear and Gwithian.  Cllrs Parm Mattu and 
Victoria Dinham were co-opted to the Gwithian 
Ward during 2022-23.   
 

The Council: had 21 meetings where they:- 
Considered/observed 91 planning             

applications 
Received notification of 7 planning appeals 

 

Received presentations from: 
 

 MOR Land Trust  
 Martin Rule (Towans Ranger) Traffic        

Management Report  
 Aura Power Developments Ltd – proposed 

Solar Farm, Carnhell Green 
 Statkraft – potential new solar farm Gwinear  
 

Have representatives on: 10 outside bodies 
& community groups 
i. Gwithian Green Advisory Group: Cllr Burt 
ii. Connor Downs Residents Assoc: Cllr Jones 
iii. Gwithian Residents Assoc: Cllr Burt 
iv. Towans Partnership: Cllr Burt & Cllr Smith 
v. Hayle Day Care Centre:  Cllr Cupples  
vi. Cornwall Council Beach Management    

Advisory Group: Cllr Burt 
vii. Community Network Panel: Cllr Smith & 

Bawden 
viii. Speedwatch: Cllr Cupples 
ix. Councillors Advocate Scheme-Devon & 

Cornwall Police and Crime  
Commissioner : Cllr Cupples 

x.  Red River Project: Cllr Pascoe & Mattu 
 

with members also attending: 
 

 Gwithian Church remembrance service 

 Gwinear Church remembrance service 
 Community Network Panel – Highways   

Projects meetings 
 Police Liaison Committee meetings 
 Connor Downs Academy Platinum Jubilee 

picnic 
 Bio-blitz event at Gwithian 
 Red River Project workshop 
 CC Landscape Character Assessment 
 Meeting - Planetary and Climate Vision – 

proposals for St Ives Bay  
 

With staff attending: 
 

 New Community Link Officer meeting 
 Connecting the Red River project meeting 
 Natural England – National Nature Reserve 

meeting 
 Carnhell Green Streetscape Community 

Group meetings 
 

Lobbied outside organisations/bodies    
regarding: 
 

 Water quality - Gwithian 
 Missing footpath signs at Polkinghorne and 

Treeve Lane 
 Overgrown vegetation at Wall Vean         

obscuring yellow lines 
 Rusting sign pole at Carnhell Arch 
 Large pothole outside the WI, Connor 

Downs 
 Let Cornwall Decide – Mayor of Cornwall – 

call to undertake a referendum 
 Critical Control Centre Firefighter - Closure 

of Cornwall fire & rescue critical control 
centre 

 Towans Ranger Traffic Management Report 
 Hedge overgrown in pavement – Pen Tye 
 Missing Lanyon footpath sign  
 Connor Downs Academy – speeding issues 
 Parking/speeding – Wall Corner 
 Planning at Upton Towans 
 Missing bollard on the Wall Vean build out 
 Coast FM – support for FM coverage       

extension to Hayle, St Ives and Carbis Bay  
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Gwinear-Gwithian Parish Hall 
The Parish Hall is managed by the 
Parish Council.   To arrange an    
appointment to see a Councillor 
or the Clerk please email/
telephone for an appointment 
date/time  The Parish hall leads off 
an  external ramp with an  
automatic door leading to a large 
foyer area.  The building has level 
surfaces and disabled access width 
doors throughout.  The building 
comprises a good sized hall, well 
equipped kitchen with tea/coffee 
making facilities/serving hatch into 
the hall and free wifi with a strong 
signal.  There are two toilets, one with disabled access and baby changing facilities.  There is also an office/meeting 
room capable of taking 13 seated guests, perfect for small meetings or training events.  You are also able to use our 
tables and chairs for your events.  A car park is also provided.  If you would like to hire the hall please contact the 
Clerk.  (see further information and money off voucher for commercial hire on page 5). 
 

 

We are delighted that the Gwithian Residents Association worked with the Gwithian Green Advisory Group  to gain a grant from 
the Gwinear-Gwithian Sustainable Community Fund of £1,534.40  towards leaflets as an additional tool to aid engagement and 
spread the word about the amazing biodiversity and intrinsic environmental value of the local nature reserve  at Gwithian Green. 
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Helping to reduce our carbon footprint and environmental impact 
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GGPC - Income & Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2023 
Previous Year INCOME Code Current Year 

94711.00 Precept 23 100992.00 
2453.06 Council Tax Relief Grant 57 1203.57 

5.57 Bank Account Interest 25 54.78 
2618.47 VAT 38 5197.45 

363.44 Allotment Rent/Costs 15 353.76 
1976.00 Cemetery 18 2468.00 
4060.00 Local Maintenance Partnership (LMP) 33 2808.80 
1403.40 Gwithian Green Local Nature Reserve 31 1403.40 

84.26 Administration Ad 151.66 
489.00 Reawla Park Project 58 1000.00 

0.00 Community Facility 56 72.40 
150.00 Community Facility Hall Hire 56a 490.00 
700.00 Utilities 03 0.00 
489.00 ESPF Projects 19 1000.00 
787.39 Pensions 05a 0.00 

0.00 CPO 12 1014.00 
49.95 Defibs 35 60.00 

0.00 Christmas Trees 45 40.00 
0.00 Awards/Ceremonies 42 100.00 

4419.06 CIL 48 9149.25 
0.00 Grants 43 450.00 

114759.60  INCOME 128009.07 
  EXPENDITURE    

2595.44 Hall Hire/Office Space HH/OS 1606.50 
49392.40 Staff Wages/PAYE & NI/Pensions SPP 54250.24 

8172.90 Administration Ad 9558.58 
23058.41 Recreation/Street Scene R/SS 25873.13 

2822.25 Burials B 2899.48 
485.00 S 137 Grant Payments 43 430.00 

4060.00 Local Maintenance Partnership (LMP) 33 5208.80 
3465.30 Service Delivery 49 524.48 
1850.75 Gwithian Green Local Nature Reserve 31 55.89 

510.00 Election expenses 21 0.00 
744.44 Reawla Park Projects 58 0.00 
500.00 Towans Ranger Project 36/55 500.00 
297.88 ESPF Projects 19 124.40 

3.00 CRtoB 46 0.00 
219.90 Defibrillator Project (S137) 35 1343.76 
225.00 Christmas Trees (S137) 45 262.50 

0.00 Awards/Ceremonies 42 92.94 
98402.67  EXPENDITURE 102730.70 

  CUMULATIVE FUNDS     Balances as at 1st April 2022:   
12494.05 General Fund  18052.24 

147901.22 Earmarked reserves  158699.96 
160395.27 Total  176752.20 
114759.60 ADD Total Income  128009.07 

98402.67 DEDUCT Total Expenditure  102730.70 
176752.20 Balances as at 31st March 2023: -  202030.57 

18052.24 General Fund  20274.89 
158699.96 Earmarked reserves  181755.68 
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The Parish Council has supported  
Our allotment holders  
Gwinear and Connor Downs Primary Schools supplying 

Christmas Trees 
Reawla village supplying a Christmas Tree 
PAROW  
GVA – New ‘Gwinear Life’ newsletter for the Gwinear Ward 
CDRA – Newsletter for the Gwithian Ward 
The Towans Partnership with funding for the Ranger Project 
Defibrillator Project – installing  and managing defibrillators 

across the Parish 
Gwithian Green Advisory Group (GGAG) supporting projects 
   and grant aid applications 
Dynamic Dunes & Buglife’s North Cornwall B-Lines Projects 
Friends of the Towans Charity 

 

Gwinear Ward 
 

Cllr Nigel Bawden 
Carnhell Green 
nigel.bawden@ggpc.org.uk 
01209 832125 
 

Cllr Carl Gill (Vice-
Chairman) 
Pen Tye, Gwinear 
carl.gill@ggpc.org.uk  
01736 850837 
 

Cllr Mrs R Norman 
Wall, Gwinear 
rosemarie.norman@ 
ggpc.org.uk   
07434 960148  
 

Cllr L Pascoe 
Fraddam 
lionel.pascoe@ggpc.org.uk  
01736 850708 
 

Cllr S Rowe  
Reawla  
steve.rowe@ggpc.org.uk  
01736 850181 
 

Cllr Mrs J Tovey 
Wall, Gwinear 
jenny.tovey@ggpc.org.uk  
01736 850513 
 

Cut out and keep 

Y O U R  

C O U N C I L L O R S  

From other organisations & sources 
Local Maintenance Partnership funding from Cornwall Council to 
keep certain Public Rights of Way clear 
Environmental Stewardship Agreement - Gwithian Green Local 
Nature Reserve 
Community Infrastructure Levy funding from planning approvals 

Grant awards given from the Parish Council towards 
Connor Downs Residents Association (CDRA) - Christmas lights-
£180 
Gwinear & District Villagers Association (GVA) - printer for 
production of newsletter—£250 
Connor Downs Academy & Gwinear Primary School—towards 
books for the Jubilee—£140 
CDRA-towards benches at  playing field Connor Downs-£124.40 
Grants Received  
Cornwall Council Community Chest—£1000 for Reawla Park 
projects 
Cornwall Council Community Chest—£1000 for ESPF projects 
(Connor Downs Play Park) 
Cornwall Council Community Chest—£100 towards Reawla 
defibrillator & Christmas tree 

 
— Wall Methodist Church -
£100 towards the Jubilee tree 
Reawla 
 
 
 

Photo showing pupils from Gwinear 
Primary School helping with the tree 
planting alongside Cllr Carl Gill of 
GGPC who helped organize the 
planting and representatives from 
the Wall Methodist Church who 
kindly donated funds towards the 
commemorative tree. 

 

Are you a commercial organisa on or business and need somewhere professional to meet clients,  
interview new staff or hold company mee ngs?  We have a private mee ng room and a good sized hall with access 

to free wifi, tea and coffee making facili es as well as parking and disabled access/facili es (see page 3) 
Usual hire price ‐ £30 for organisa ons inside the Parish/£40 outside the Parish (per 4 hour session). 

Special promo on ‐ two half price sessions per business or organisa on  
right through 2023 & 2024 (subject to availability and Covid‐19 restric ons). 

 

Please contact Gwinear‐Gwithian Parish Hall, 01736 850129   Email : clerk@ggpc.org.uk to book. 

mailto:nigel.bawden@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:carl.gill@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:rosemarie.norman@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:rosemarie.norman@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:rosemarie.norman@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:rosemarie.norman@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:lionel.pascoe@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:steve.rowe@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:jenny.tovey@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:clerk@ggpc.org.uk�
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Gwithian Ward 

Cllr Dave Cupples 
Connor Downs 
dave.cupples@ggpc.org.uk   
01736 759283 
 

Cllr Victoria Dinham 
Gwinear 
victoria.dinham@ggpc.org.uk 
07950 294135  
 

Cllr Bernard Jones 
Connor Downs  
bernard.jones@ggpc.org.uk   
01736 756101 
 

Cllr P Mattu 
Connor Downs 
parm.mattu@ggpc.org.uk  
 

Cllr M Smith (Chairman) 
Connor Downs  
mike.smith@ggpc.org.uk  
01736 753887 
 

Cut out and keep 
 

————————--——— 
 

There is currently a vacancy on 
the Gwithian Ward.  Why don't 
you consider joining the Parish 
Council? Not sure, attend one 
of our meetings and get to 
know the other Councillors.  
You could be the person to 
make a difference in your local 
area.  Contact the Clerk for 
more info. 

Y O U R  

C O U N C I L L O R S  

Events & ceremonies - Queen’s Jubilee – Parish Council to plant two trees in each ward 
and made donations of £70 to each school to purchase Jubilee Books 
Queen’s National Mourning – Parish Book of Condolences & flowers provided 

 

 - Proclamation of King Charles III   
11th Sept WI Hall, Connor Downs  
 

The Chairman, Cllr Mike Smith, 
presented Pam and John with these 
lovely flowers on behalf of Gwinear-

Gwithian Parish Council to celebrate 50 
years together :- 

Helping to reduce our carbon footprint and environmental 

Councillors undertake a pledge 
Our Parish Councillors have agreed to undertake the following pledge:- 
I commit to reducing my carbon footprint by taking a hard look at the footprint of 
my food, the electricity I use, and how I get from place to place. I can start 
making an impact right away by committing to the following: 
Food 
 I will set a goal of reducing the food waste in my home from its current levels. 
 I commit to only buying what I need and eat what I buy! 
Electricity 
 I will check out solar panels or look into community solar projects in my area 
 I will look into options to switch to renewable energy from my utilities 

company. 
Transportation 
 I commit to reducing the fossil fuel impact of my daily commute to work or 

school by walking, riding my bike, carpooling, or using public transportation 
one or more days per week. 

As well as the pledges made last year by Councillors, for the period 1-4-
22 to 31-3-23 Councillors additionally have:- 

The only changes in addition to those pledged ; I use Octopus energy supplier,
(100 per cent from renewable sources,) turned down the heating and using 
more cardigans.  Saved on water, I haven’t washed my car for 6 months.  

Water Usage – I installed a further water butt over the 2022-23 winter to 
collect additional rain water, having now 7 in total, some of which are 
interconnected. In total they hold 800 litres or so.  
This is for watering outdoor plants in containers  
and washing/cleaning outdoor items, including  
tools, paving and cars. 
We are on a water meter and I pay the water bill  
by monthly direct debit. As a result of installing the  
water butts and other water saving measures we  
as a family have attempted to undertake over the  
last several months, we built up a bill credit with  
SW water, so much so my last payment to them  
was back in November 2022. 

In terms of environmental impact, I am pescatarian (no meat and low dairy), 
and eat ethically sourced foods (for example no palm oil), and locally grown 
vegetables where possible. I use eco-toiletries (such as bamboo toothbrushes) 
and household products (such as washing liquids) low in chemicals with low-
environmental impact . I recycle as much as possible, taking items such as 
tetra paks to the local recycling centre; and give clothes, shoes and other 
items (in a good condition) to charity shops. I have cut down on using heating 
and use hot water bottles in bed so as not to have heating on overnight. I also 
try to get involved with local beach cleans and litter picks as much as 
possible.  
In the coming year I want to reduce my water usage (less showers and baths 
etc.) and cut back on car usage, where possible car-sharing or walking. I will 
look at items such as water butts, water filters, food composting, reusable 
items that are more positive for the environment. I will also become more 
informed about climate change and environmental sustainability issues and 
work with others in the community to bring about positive change in this area.   

Proclaiming the new monarch King Charles III 

mailto:dave.cupples@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:victoria.dinham@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:bernard.jones@ggpc.org.uk�
mailto:mike.smith@ggpc.org.uk�
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Buglife’s North Cornwall B-Lines project - Gwithian Green Local Nature 

Buglife’s North Cornwall B-Lines project is working with local landowners and communities to help  
threatened bee species by creating or enhancing 20 hectares of flower-rich habitat along the North  

Cornwall coast. 
 
Our habitat work will help threatened species, such 
as the Large Scabious Mining Bee (Andrena  
hattorfiana). A type of solitary bee, they are Britain’s 
largest mining bee, which dig their nests  
underground. In Cornwall, they only collect pollen 
from Field Scabious flowers, which need to be within 
a few hundred metres of their nests. Because this is 
not a very common plant down here, populations of 
this bee are often quite isolated. 
 
The Large 
Scabious  
Mining Bee 
has small  

populations on the Towans, Godrevy headland and on local farms. 
Gwithian Green has the potential to be an important stepping-stone 
that connects these small populations allowing the bees, and other 
pollinators, to travel freely through our landscape. To help this bee, 
we will be planting lots of this beautiful pincushion flower on  
Gwithian Green in autumn 2022 
 
At the moment, we are harvesting Fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica) 
from   Gwithian Green. This yellow daisy-like perennial wildflower is 
a foodplant for many pollinators, including some of the wonderful 
bee species we have here in Cornwall. The Spined Mason Bee 
(Osmia spinulosa) is the UK’s smallest Mason bee species which 
nests in empty snail shells and collects pollen from Fleabane and 
other yellow weed flowers. The Grey-banded Mining Bee (Andrena 
denticulata), named for its black and grey stripes, also collects  
pollen from Fleabane, as well as Ragwort, thistles, and knapweeds.  
 
We will use the Fleabane seed harvested at Gwithian Green to  
scatter on project sites nearby that will benefit from the addition of 
this beautiful plant. It is important to use native wildflower seed of local provenance to preserve the genetic 
variation of wildflowers adapted to the local conditions and give the seeds the best chance of survival. 

 
Supporting our pollinators is vital as they are  
responsible for one in three mouthfuls of the 
food that we eat. 
 
For more information, please visit our webpage 
www.buglife.org.uk/projects/north-cornwall-b-
lines/ where you can also sign up to our  
newsletter. 
 
Update December 2022: We are thrilled to          
announce that new populations of the rare bees 
(including Large Scabious Mining Bee (Andrena 
hattorfiana) & Red Bartsia Bee (Melitta tricincta) 
have been found in Cornwall as a part of the 
North Cornwall B-Lines project 

Common Fleabane - Cenusa Silviu Carol 

Female Large Scabious Mining Bee - Will Hawkes 

- Field Scabious (c) - Laura Larkin 
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The sole purpose of any Parish Council is to 
represent the interests of all its residents; this in 
itself is a challenge. As chairman I am proud that 
in a time of high inflation and increasing 
demands on resident’s income, we have by 
good management been able hold the level of 
precept to that of 2022.  In fact it has been 
reduced by 0.20%. 
During the year commencing 1st April 2022, the 
parish council considered 91 planning 
applications, an increase over the previous year 
of 35.82%. The individual application varying 
between one electricity pole, to a reapplication 
for a development of 40 dwellings, and an 
unexpected application for a solar farm. Each 
application takes time and I calculate that parish 
councillors collectively have committed a 
minimum of 322 hours making their planning 
reports to full council. 
The outstanding success of the past year, was 
when the C N P (Community Network Panel) 
agreed to proceed and fund the traffic 
improvements for Carnhell Green, this could not 
have been achieved without the commitment of 
our Parish Clerk and our Cornwall Councillor. A 
more limited scheme was agreed by the C N P 
for Upton Towans, but this will be actioned in the 
coming year. 
Throughout the past year the council needed to 
adjust to the new administration at County Hall, 
which rightly is focused on achieving targets. 
Going forward the parish council, if it is to truly 
represent the interests of all residents, requires 
to learn lessons from the Angarrack Lane 
planning application and the Sandbanks project. 
That is we need to present more reasoned 
arguments that take account of the unitary 
authorities objectives and intentions, presenting 
a more positive alterative. 

With the replacement of the 19 C N P’s by 12 
Community Area Partnerships, together with 
Hayle Town Council we elected to join the 
Camborne, Redruth and Mining villages 
partnership.  The reason being that it was 
considered we share more in common with 
Camborne and Redruth than with St Ives, 
Penzance or Helston. Being as there are 12 C A 
P’s against the former 19 C N P’s, every 
individual council’s voice is diminished, but by 
remaining alongside Hayle we are guaranteed a 
stronger voice and voting power. 
In 2022/23 we welcomed two new parish 
councillors that is Parm Mattu and Victoria 
Dinham, both representing the Gwithian ward, 
the council is now at full strength. 
On behalf of the parish council I thank all those 
residents that contributed submissions regarding 
planning applications, and shared their ideas 
regarding improving our communities.  
The parish council is only as strong as its 
residents, and I thank all our resident 
associations, that is the C D R A and Gwithian R 
A in the Gwithian ward and the G V A in the 
Gwinear ward, for all the work they do on behalf 
of their villages. 
Thank you to my fellow councillors for their 
dedication and loyalty in taking on 
responsibilities for projects and work throughout 
our wonderful parish. 
The work of our Cornwall councillor, Cllr Lionel 
Pascoe, who also sits on the parish council, is 
thanked for his work behind the scenes at 
County Hall. 
Finally the work of our Parish Clerk is invaluable, 
in ensuring the actions 
of the council remain 
within the law, also in 
providing councillors 
with research for future 
projects. Also the 
parish admin assistant 
for her day to day work 
in and around our 
parish.  
Cllr Mike Smith 
(Chairman) 
'Duw genowgh hwi oll 
 

Chairman’s Report 

 

The Parish Council  
continues to:- 

 Manage the Parish Hall 
 Administer the cemetery and 

allotment plots which are  
gradually being split in two to 
form smaller plots due to the 

pandemic the waiting list has 
doubled. 

 Manage ESPF in partnership 
with CDRA 

 Secure funding for Gwithian 
Green Local Nature Reserve 

 Manage Reawla Park in  

     partnership with the GVA 
 Keep clear certain Public Rights 

of Way 
 Managing public defibrillators 
 Uphold the policies within the 

Neighbourhood Plan 
 Manage various village verges 
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